
  

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

In this month’s report, I am pleased to share a number of impressive 
student achievements, successes and celebrations.  
 
Education Week was held April 16 to 22, 2023. I would like to 
congratulate the nine staff who were recognized for their outstanding 
commitment and leadership to active learning and student engagement. 
I would also like to highlight the many school-based activities focused on 
this year’s theme of Active Learning = Engagement that are helping 
children and students succeed. 
 
The SRCE Science Fair was held as a hybrid event on April 4, 2023, at 
the NSCC Strait Campus. I would like to thank all the students who 
participated and their teachers for supporting their interest in science and 
the many volunteers including current and former staff and community 
members. I would also like to recognize and thank the businesses and 
post-secondary institutions who generously contribute to the event. 
 
National Volunteer Week was held April 16 to 22, 2023.  I would like to 
thank the volunteers who support students in many ways as part of 
activities held in and out of school that contribute to their well-being, 
achievement and success. 
 
I am always impressed by the many excellent student learning activities 
happening throughout the region that continue to foster student well-
being and success through the creation of positive, safe, inclusive and 
culturally responsive learning environments. 
 
As always, I encourage you to keep an eye for some of our school and 
regional celebrations in print, on our website (www.srce.ca) and via the 
SRCE twitter (@SRCE_NS). 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Paul Landry 
Regional Executive Director of Education 
 

 

 
 

Paul Landry 
Regional Executive Director 
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Upcoming Dates/Events 
 
May 1 to 7, 2023 
Mental Health Week 
 
May 5, 2023 
Red Dress Day (National Day of 
Awareness for Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous Women, Girls 
and Two-Spirit People) 
 
Friday, May 12, 2023 
Celebrating Women in Mathematics 
 
Monday, May 15, 2023 
Black Excellence Day 
 
Wednesday, May 17, 2023 
International Day Against 
Homophobia, Transphobia and 
Biphobia 
 
Asian Heritage Month 
Canadian Jewish Heritage Month 
Gaelic Nova Scotia Month 
Speech and Hearing Month 

 
Follow us on Twitter 

@SRCE_NS 
 
 

Subscribe to the SRCE 
YouTube Channel 

@SRCE_NS 
 

 

The Strait Regional Science Fair Awards Ceremony 2023 has 
been posted on the SRCE YouTube Channel and may be accessed 
at https://www.youtube.com/@SRCE_NS. You may also access it 
from the main page of the SRCE website below the quick links section 
and right above the News Stories - https://www.srce.ca/.  
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SRCE Celebrates Education Week 2023: April 16 to 22 
Nine (9) Staff Recognized for Their Contributions 
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Education Week, April 16 to 22, 2023, provides an opportunity 
for school communities to share in celebrating the 
achievements of students and staff, and to acknowledge the 
contributions many people, in supporting roles, make to our 
public education system. This year’s Education Week theme 
is Active Learning = Engagement.  
 
One of the features of the Provincial Education Week 
Committee’s activities is the recognition of staff and partners 
who have made outstanding contributions to their work relative 
to the theme.  The Strait Regional Centre for Education 
congratulates the following recipients who have been formally 
recognized for their outstanding leadership and commitment 
to supporting students’ well-being, achievement and success:  
 
• Dan Arpin, Teacher, St. Mary’s Education Centre/Academy 
• Lynn Casey, Principal, Fanning Education Centre/Canso 

Academy 
• Stacey Desmond, African Nova Scotian Student Support 

Worker, Antigonish Education Centre 
• Kathy Gosbee, Teacher Assistant, Chedabucto Education 

Centre/ Guysborough Academy 
• Renée Martell, Teacher, East Richmond Education Centre 
• Ashley Pelley, Lead Early Childhood Educator, Antigonish 

Education Centre 
• Starlene Pictou, Mi’kmaq Language Teacher, East 

Antigonish Education Centre/Academy 
• Jim Ralph, Teacher, Strait Area Education Recreation 

Centre (SAERC) 
• Mike Stewart, Teacher, Dr. John Hugh Gillis Regional High 

School 

   

 

Congratulations and thank you for your many 
contributions to supporting the needs of all 
learners by promoting active, hands-on, 
experiential learning and student 
engagement through a variety of classroom 
activities, including outdoor and land-based 
learning.  
 

- Paul Landry 
Regional Executive Director 

Education Week 2023 Award Recipients 
Active Learning = Engagement 

 

Education Week: April 16 to 22, 2023 
School Activities Celebrating Active Learning = Engagement 

 

 

You may access the detailed news story along 
with the biographies of the Award Recipients at 
the following link:  
 
SRCE Celebrates Education Week 2023: April 
16 to 22 - Nine (9) Staff Recognized for Their 
Contributions 
 
 

https://cdnsm5-ss21.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_124423/File/Ed%20Week%20Awards%20Poster%202023.pdf
https://cdnsm5-ss21.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_124423/File/Ed%20Week%20Awards%20Poster%202023.pdf
https://cdnsm5-ss21.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_124423/File/Ed%20Week%202023%20Poster.pdf
https://cdnsm5-ss21.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_124423/File/Ed%20Week%202023%20Poster.pdf
https://www.srce.ca/news/news_stories/s_r_c_e_celebrates_education_week_2023
https://www.srce.ca/news/news_stories/s_r_c_e_celebrates_education_week_2023
https://www.srce.ca/news/news_stories/s_r_c_e_celebrates_education_week_2023


Page 3 SRCE Honours 20 Staff Members During Strait to 
Excellence Awards Ceremony 

 
 
 
 

On Wednesday, April 4, 2023, I had the pleasure of personally congratulating twenty (20) staff members during the 
Strait to Excellence Awards ceremony. You may access the News Release at Twenty (20) Employees Honoured at 
Strait to Excellence Awards Ceremony. 
 
The Strait to Excellence Award recognizes employees for their dedication and contributions to students and 
schools in the Strait Region, and for supporting student well-being, achievement and success in their school 
communities as members of the public education system in Nova Scotia. 
 

 

https://www.srce.ca/news/news_releases/strait_to_excellence_awards_ceremony_2023
https://www.srce.ca/news/news_releases/strait_to_excellence_awards_ceremony_2023


Page 4 Congratulations to Students and Award Recipients of 
the Strait Regional Science Fair 2023 
 
 Congratulations to all students and award recipients who 

took part in the 2023 Strait Regional Science Fair held 
on April 4, 2023.  This year the Science Fair was in a 
hybrid format at the NSCC Strait Campus with 20 
students participating virtually and 31 students 
participating in-person. Special congratulations to the 
following grand prize award winners:  
 
1st Overall (Best in Fair):  Beth Tubman, Grade 9; 
Dalbrae Academy; Project – From Flower to Flavour: 
How Pollen Type Affects Honey 
 
2nd Overall:  Elise Munro, Grade 9, Dalbrae Academy; 
Project – H2Oh No: Mitigating the Effects of Hypoxia on 
Aquatic Fauna 
 
3rd Overall:  Donell O’Connor and Nila Munro, Grade 
12, Dalbrae Academy; Project – Waste Not, Want Not: 
Enhancing Nuclear Energy Output 
 
The four grand prize winners will attend the Canada 
Wide Science Fair scheduled for May 14 to 19, 2023, in 
Edmonton. 

The Strait Regional Science Fair Awards Ceremony 
2023 has been posted on the SRCE YouTube Channel and 
may be accessed at https://www.youtube.com/@SRCE_NS. 
You may also access it from the main page of the SRCE 
website below the quick links section and right above the 
News Stories - https://www.srce.ca/.  

 

 

SRCE Celebrates National Volunteer 
Week: April 16 to 23, 2023 - 
Volunteering Weaves Us Together 
 

 

National Volunteer Week is a time to recognize and celebrate 
the incredible efforts and generosity of our volunteers. I would 
like to extend thanks to the many volunteers who assist in our 
school communities. You certainly make our schools better 
places for our children and youth to learn, play, achieve and 
succeed. 
 
Thank you to each and every one of you who give freely of 
your time and talents to serve on committees, help with extra-
curricular activities and support student well-being, learning 
and success. Your dedication is sincerely appreciated. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/@SRCE_NS
https://www.srce.ca/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=boY7tBidHd4
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     Page 6 Treaty Education Professional Development 
 

Treaty Education refers to the development and implementation of a greater 
understanding of the inherent aboriginal rights of the Mi’kmaq and the shared 
treaties as both historical and living agreements that articulate ongoing rights and 
responsibilities and have ongoing implications. On April 17, 18 and 20, 2023, all 
Grades 3 and 4 teachers received Treaty Education professional development 
including participation in the Blanket Exercise.  The Blanket Exercise is an 
interactive educational program that teaches the history of colonization in Canada. 
The program was created in response to the 1996 report of the Royal Commission 
on Aboriginal Peoples and is used as a teaching tool across Canada.  
 
I would like to thank SRCE Coordinator of Mi’kmaw Education Services, Miranda 
Gould, and Coordinator of Literacy, Tanya Carter, for organizing this excellent 
professional learning opportunity. 
 
For more information on Treaty Education in Nova Scotia, please access the 
following links: 
Treaty Relationship and Education Nova Scotia 
 
Treaty Education – Equity and Inclusive Education 
 
We Are All Treaty People. Every Child Matters / E’tasiw mijuaj’jij sespete’tasit. 
 

 

Mental Health Resources and Supports 

Canadian Mental Health week is May 1 to 7, 2023. As a reminder, for our children, youth and families needing 
support, please note the following resources: 

• SRCE Staff including school counsellors, school psychologists, student support workers, teachers, student 
success teachers, school administrators, a Registered Psychotherapist, Regional Equity Team and 
SchoolsPlus staff are a few of the supports available for our children and youth. 

o Please contact your respective school administration and/or school counsellor – School 
Directory 2022-2023. 

o SchoolsPlus staff are also available to support children, youth and families and help you access 
mental health supports and other services you may need. For contact information, please 
access the SchoolsPlus page on the SRCE website. 

• Kids Help Phone is available 24/7, by calling 1-800-668-6868 (toll-free). 
o Children and youth may text TALK to 686868 
o Adults may text WELLNESS to 741741 

• IWK Mental Health and Addictions Program is available 24/7 
o Central Referral Service - Please call toll free, 1-855-635-4110 for a referral. 
o Mental Health Crisis Line is available 24/7 to anyone experiencing a mental health or addictions 

crisis, or someone concerned about them, by calling 1-888-429-8167 (toll free). 

• Nova Scotia Health Mental Health and Addictions Program 
 

• Nova Scotia Mental Health and Well-Being Resources 
 

• Association of Black Social Workers 
 

• Health Association of African Canadians 

For more information, please access a copy of the SRCE Mental Health Resources and Services. 
 

  
 

https://novascotia.ca/treaty-education/
https://www.ednet.ns.ca/psp/equity-inclusive-education/treaty-education
https://www.srce.ca/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=244747
https://www.srce.ca/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=244747
https://www.srce.ca/programs_and_student_services/schools_plus
http://www.iwk.nshealth.ca/mental-health/overview-mental-health-and-addiction-services
https://mha.nshealth.ca/en/services/child-and-adolescent-services
https://novascotia.ca/mental-health-and-wellbeing/
https://www.nsabsw.ca/
http://haac.ca/
https://srce.ss21.sharpschool.com/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=239928


 

 

 Page 9 Nova Scotia Homework Hub – Online Tutoring Support for 
Students in Grades 4 to 6 and 7 to 12 Mathematics Courses 
 

  

 
School and SRCE Message System to 
Families 

The SRCE and all schools are using a messaging 
system that requires action from parents/ 
guardians if you wish to receive text messages 
from your child’s school and the SRCE. 
 
As a reminder, if you have a cell number on file at 
your child’s school and have not yet opted in to 
receive text messages from the school and the 
SRCE, please text Yes to 978338 to continue to 
receive text messages. If you do not opt in, you 
will not receive text messages. Message and 
data rates may apply; and message frequency 
varies. 
 
You can always opt out in the future by replying to 
a text message with STOP. Please direct follow-up 
questions to your child’s school. 

 

 

Invitation to Become a Host Family in the SRCE 
 

 
 
The SRCE continues to recruit families to host international 
students. Welcome the world into your home by hosting an 
international student. Become a host family and create 
friends for life. You will be surprised at the many ways your 
family grows when you become a host family. Your 
hospitality can make all the difference to a student’s 
experience, and it is our hope that by becoming a host 
family, it will mark the beginning of a relationship that will 
last a lifetime! Learn more about this exciting opportunity at 
https://nsisp.ca/become-host-family. 
 
For more information about becoming a host family in the 
SRCE, please contact: 
 
Chris Penny, Manager, SRCE-ISP 
chris.penny@srce.ca; 902-625-7083 

https://nshh.ednet.ns.ca/info.php
https://nshh.ednet.ns.ca/info.php
https://nsisp.ca/become-host-family
mailto:chris.penny@srce.ca
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